
Star Wars in the Middle-Ages

Description

Does sudden inspiration ever strike you at the strangest of times? I was in 
the workshop last month working on a project with one of our team 
members, Sarah, when two words that I had heard together for years finally 
clicked. They were, âJedi Knightsâ. 

Of course, we all know what Jedi Knights are: the light-saber-wielding 
warrior-monks from Star Wars. But, âKnightsâ! I can do Knights! Thatâs 
what we do at Fell and Fair! 

Working mainly in medieval and fantasy costuming, we rarely have the 
chance to do any Sci-Fi stuff. But then, let’s be honest, Star Wars is not 
really Sci-Fi. Despite spaceships and interplanetary travel, there is actually 
very little science in Star Wars. Rather it is an operatic space fantasy. 

I mean, a story about a monastic order of Knights who go around saving 
princesses, defending the weak, rescuing slaves and trying to overthrow a 
Dark Lord sounds a lot more like a medieval fantasy than anything else. Â Â 
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So, with those thoughts clicking away in my head, and receiving massive 
verbal support from Sarah to whom I had poured out my idea, a plan began 
to form.

I wanted to do a medieval-twist on these famous characters. Some of the 
steps were simple. The Jedi robes can easily be done in linen. So I began 
researching color palettes and I selected an array of brown, tan and natural 
linen for the job. The choice of linen was simple. While the films often used 
wool, linen has a natural fall and suppleness that I wanted to achieve in my 
own Knight’s garb. To achieve a sense of layering and volume to the lighter, 
and less dense, linen, I chose to allow the edges of the garments to fray just 
a bit. This gave us distinct lines between the layers of the garment. 

The Jedi tunic and robe patterns were available in many variations online so 
I picked a few and modified them a bit for our own purposes. For two of the 
outfits, we used heavy and middleweight Ginger with Potting Soil accents. 
This provided a good base-tone to add armor on top of.
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I really love ginger because it complements literally everything! 

We also added a Graphite cape to the female version of the Jedi robes.
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We made a set out of a Natural, as well. I was afraid this was going to be too 
light for a while, but it ended up looking great!

For the large and impressive master’s robe, we used a whopping 9 yards of 
Chocolate heavyweight linen!
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And, of course, the Sith are as important as the Jedi to the story! So we went 
to heavyweight Black to give the villains their proper tone.
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The armor and weapons were a bit more tricky as we wanted to create look 
that reminded us of Jedi and clone armor, without looking like theÂ Â Â Â  
plastic-ish armor from the movies. We started working on painted steel armor 
(a technique used to add flair and prevent rust in the middle ages) a few 
months back, so I figured this was a great place to start. 

We imitated a few clone-armor paint schemes as well as adding the Jedi 
emblem to all the shoulders. 
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And of course the bad guy had to have cool armor too!
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How would the Jedi have lived and worked in our own middle-ages? My 
guess would be something like the order of the Hospitallers. 
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Perhaps guarding pilgrim roads, settling disputes between kingdoms, lending 
aid in putting down evil warlords and fending off foreign invaders. 
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But- who really knows? However they would have acted, we know they 
would have not lacked for flair and cool armor!
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A special thanks to the Fell & Fair team, especially Will and Thomas who
helped with the armor build and Sarah Koch for doing hair for us! Also to
Fabrics-Store.com for helping make this adventure possible!

Credit to Ian Campbell and Nicolas Bruno for the photos and editing!

Have you made Star Wars or medieval outfits? Maybe both? Tell us about 
them!

As always, we love to hear from you so let us know what you think so we can
produce more of what you want.
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