
Sewing Glossary: How To Sew Single Welt Pockets Tutorial
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Welcome back to our pocket workshop! After inseam pockets, patch pockets
and cargo patch pockets, we want to show you how to sew single welt
pockets.

The main characteristic of this type of pocket is that in a welt pocket the
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actual pocket is on the inside of the garment, with a strip of fabric on the
outside of your garment used to cover the pocket opening.

You can find single welt pockets in almost any type of garments: vests,
jackets, pants, skirts and even dresses. They are not only functional, but also
a very elegant detail to add to your projects for a clean and professional look.

There are several ways to sew welt pockets and in this tutorial weâll show
you our preferred method. Even if youâve never sewn single welt pockets
before, after following these simple step-by-step instructions youâll be able
to construct and add this lovely detail to any garment you make. It is a pretty
easy technique to master which results in professionally-looking pockets!

Materials & Tools

Fabric of your choice (we are using two contrasting medium weight linens: 
IL019 All-Purpose Soft Pink Fs Signature Finish for the outer fabric and 
IL019 PRISTINE Softened for the pocket.
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Matching sewing thread, fusible interfacing, ruler, pins, chalk, fabric marker,
scissors, sewing machine

Difficulty

Advanced Beginner

Time

1-2 hours

Drafting The Pocket Pattern

Before we start, you should know that a single welt pocket consists of the
following pattern pieces:

welt (cut 1 in main fabric)
interfacing (use the welt pattern)
Pocket bag which consists of:

– pocket facing (same fabric as your garment. Cut 1)
– pocket lining (could be the same or any other fabric as your garment. Cut
1).

All these pieces are cut on the grainline.

First, calculate the size of finished pocket pieces & welt that would work best
with your project. Thereâs really no rule, the size totally depends on your
particular garment/design. The only thing you should know is that the width
of the welt should be the same as the width of your pocket pieces.

For example, we wanted our finished welt to be 5â wide and 1â tall. Double
the welt width, add your usual seam allowances (3/8â in our case) and youâll
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get a rectangle that is 5 3/4â wide and 2 3/4â tall. Use this pattern to cut the
welt piece in your main fabric and one rectangle in fusible interfacing that
weâll apply to the wrong side of our garment to secure the area.

The pocket pieces are simple squares, rectangles or rounded shapes
(whichever you prefer) cut to the same length as your welt piece and to any
length you want. In our case, we decided to cut our pocket panels 5 3/4â
wide and 8â tall (all seam allowances included).

Now that we have our pattern pieces, letâs start sewing!

Steps

Note: Prewash your fabric and tumble dry it until it is still slightly moist, dry in
room temperature. Iron the fabric so it is easier to work with.
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1. Unless your pattern provides the instructions, you need to decide whereon
your garment you want to place your welt pocket(s). The great thing withthis
type of pockets is that it doesnât have to be straight; it can be set in atan
angle.

Use a disappearing ink fabric marker and mark your 5â pocket opening (or
whatever width you chose) on the right side of your garment.

2. Apply your interfacing strip to the wrong side of your fabric, approximately
centered over the location where your welt pocket opening is.
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3. Fold the welt flap in half with right sides together and raw edges matching
at both short ends. Sew the ends using 3/8â (1 cm) seam allowances.
Diagonally trim the corners to eliminate bulk. Trim the seam allowances to
Â¼â and finger press them open.
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4. Now turn your welt right sides out using a dull pointed object to get the
corners out and press.
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5. Working from the right side of your garment, position the weltâs raw edge
on top of the pocket mouth aligning the two. Make sure that the folded edge
is looking towards the hemline. Pin in place.
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6. Take your pocket lining and position it on top of the welt (right side facing
you) aligning the top edge with the raw edge of your welt and the pocket
opening mark. Pin in place.
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7. Now take the other pocket piece (pocket facing) and position its raw edge
along the opposite side of the pocket mouth (right side of the pocket facing
you) so that the two pocket edges are touching. Pin in place.

8. Next thing you need to do is to run two parallel lines of stitching 3/8â from
the placement line. Feel where the weltâs folded edge begins and ends,
mark these points with a marker or a piece of chalk and start sewing from
one point and stop at the other. Sew through all the layers at once,
remember to backstitch at both ends and try to go as slow as possible to
make sure you donât go over the weltâs edge.
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9. Turn your work over to the wrong side and slash the pocket mouth open in
the middle, between the two lines of stitching. Stop 3/8â (1 cm) before the
ends and cut diagonally to create a Y shape. Be careful not to cut through
the stitches.
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10. Pull the pocket panels through the opening to the wrong side, smooth out
any pleats or bulk at the corners and press lightly.

11. Take the pocket piece that doesnât have the welt attached to it (the
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pocket facing) and place it over the other aligning the raw edges. Pin around
all edges making sure that the little triangle that we created when you
slashed the opening are laying flat towards the direction of your garment.
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12. Now, starting from the top of the pocket edge, stitch around the pocket
edges right over the little triangle seam allowance as close to the crease as
possible. Make sure that you are only sewing the pocket edges together and
not catching the actual garment.Â Trim the seam allowance if necessary and
finish the raw edges with a serger or a zigzag stitch to prevent the fabric from
fraying in the future.
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The last thing to do now is to topstitch the welt to the actual garment.

14. Pin the short edges of the welt to the garment hiding any gaps
underneath and topstitch them in place as close to the edge as possible.
Remember to backstitch at both ends.
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Et voila! Pretty easy, right?

These welt pockets are featured in our Lola trench pattern, check out the
tutorial and free pattern here.
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