
Sewing Glossary: How To Sew a Button Loop Tutorial
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In this easy tutorial we are going to show you how to sew a back slit and add
a fabric button loop for closure. It is a really simple way to add a little interest
to a closed up back of a top or a dress.

Materials
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Fabric of your choice (we are using our beautifulÂ IL042 903 FS Premier 
Finish 100% linen)

Matching sewing thread, one button, fusible interfacing

Tools
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https://fabrics-store.com/fabrics/linen-fabric-IL042-fs-premier-finish-903-middle/
https://fabrics-store.com/fabrics/linen-fabric-IL042-fs-premier-finish-903-middle/


Pattern paper, ruler, pen, scissors, pins, fabric marker, needle, chalk, sewing
machine

Time

1 hour

Difficulty

Beginner

Pattern

Draw your own pattern for the back slit facing in a few easy steps:

1. First, you need to decide how long you want your back opening to be.
Let’s say we go for 5 inches. Draw a straight 5” line.
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2. Add 3/8” on each side for the seam allowance and then another 3/4”.

3. Create a rounded shape respecting your measurements.
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4. Using this pattern, cut one piece in fabric and one in fusible interfacing
adding 3/8” (1 cm) seam allowance to the upper edge (so the final length of
the middle vertical line would be 5 3/8”. Fuse both pieces together with your
iron.

Steps

Note: Prewash your fabric and tumble dry it until it is still slightly moist, dry in
room temperature. Iron the fabric so it is easier to work with.

Let’s start by making the fabric loop.

1. Mark out a small rectangle (1” wide and 3” long (2.5 cm x 7.5 cm)) on the
bias of your fabric, in other words, at a 45 degree angle to the grainline. Cut
it out.
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2. Fold your rectangle in half lengthwise (right side facing out) and press.
Then fold the raw edges in towards the folded center line and give it another
press.
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3. Fold it again in half lengthwise enclosing the raw edges and stitch over as
close to the edge as possible.

You button loop is now ready but before attaching it to the back of your
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garment, you need to assemble the facing.

4. Cut your facing pieces (one from fabric and one from interfacing) using the
pattern you’ve drawn. Apply the fusible interfacing to the wrong side of the
fabric. Serge or zigzag the outer edge to prevent it from fraying.

5. Fold your facing in half to mark the center. Do the same with the back
panel of your garment and pin the two centers right sides together.
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6. Slide the button loop folded in half (the seam line should be turned
inwards) under the left side of your facing and pin. It’s important that you
place it 3/8Â (neckline seam allowance) from the neckline edge (otherwise
your loop will be caught in the neckline binding).
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Basically, the loop is sandwiched between your dress/top and the facing.
Adjust the length of the loop (make sure your button fits through) and leave
3/8” (1 cm) tails for the seam allowance
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7. Topstitch the facing following the curved shape of your pattern.

8. Make a cut in the middle and clip to (but not through) the stitched line.
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9. Press the facing away from the garment to open the seam.
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10. Turn the facing to the wrong side and press to create a flat fold. Pin in
place.

11. Edgestitch 1/4Â from the fold and give your back slit a good press.
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12. The last step is to attach the button and you are all done!

Now all that you need to do is to sew shoulder and side seams of your
garment together and finish the neckline and the armholes. You can either
follow your pattern instructions, use a bias tape or check our tutorialsÂ here
Â andÂ hereÂ about different binding techniques.
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Have a browse throughÂ our selectionÂ of linen
and see which of our fabrics inspire you to use
your new skill!
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