
Sewing Glossary: How To Draft And Sew A Peter Pan Collar Tutorial
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Peter Pan collar is a flat collar with rounded ends that meet at the front.
Women have worn this classic design staple since the early 20th century and
it has made a major comeback during these last years. It seems to be
popping up a lot in stores and around necks, but why buy one if you can
make one?

In this tutorial we are going to show you how to draft and attach a Peter Pan
collar. It’s easy and quick, and you can add it to any dress or top you already
own or are planning to make for a feminine and sophisticated touch.

Materials 

Fabric of your choice (we are using IL042 900 – FS Premier Finish – 100% 
Medium Weight Linen)

Matching sewing thread, fusible interfacing
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Tools

Pattern paper, pen, fabric marker, scissors, pins, seam ripper, chalk, ruler,
French/hip curve, measuring tape, needle, sewing machine

Difficulty
Advanced Beginner

Time
1-2 hours
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Drafting The Pattern
1. To draft your own Peter Pan collar, you simply need to cut out your front
and back bodice pieces from whichever pattern you are using, lay them flat
on the table and place front and back shoulders together with neck points
touching and shoulder points overlapping by 3/4 (2 cm). This overlap will
help you get a shape that will fit flat to your shoulders.
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If you are working with a pattern where the seam allowances are already
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included, make sure to account for them when you place your pieces.

2. Draw in the curvy collar shape all the way around your half neckline. Use
your ruler to make sure that your curve is parallel to the neckline and that
you have a consistent depth all the way round. Draw the round end at the
front (to create your front collar shape) and nothing in the back if your back
doesn’t have any opening or, as in our case, another round shape if your
project includes a back slit, a keyhole opening or button bands.

Please note that in the second case, your collar should end before your
button bands or any finished slits or openings. Refer to the markings on your
pattern pieces to understand from there to start drawing and where to stop.

As for the width of your collar, it can be as large or small as you’d like it to
be. A basic Peter Pan collar is about 1.5-2 wide. Ours is 1.75 wide.

3. Trace off your shape that will become your pattern piece.

As a general rule, the top part of the collar should be slightly bigger than the
bottom part. This is to ensure that the seam line at the edge will lie slightly on
the underside of the collar and will not show when made up. If you want to
make your life simpler, you can totally cut your pieces exactly the same size
and still get a nice looking collar. But if you want a perfect and neat collar, we
strongly recommend adding 1/8 (3 mm) all the way round the outer edge of
your top collar piece(s). The under collar remains unaltered.

4. Add your usual seam allowance (we are using 3/8 (1 cm)) around all
edges and cut 1 top collar and one under collar on fold at the back (if your
back is continuous and doesn’t have any openings etc); or two top collar
mirror pieces and two under collar mirror pieces if your pattern has a back
opening.

Take your under collar piece(s) and use it to cut fusible interfacing. Please
note that no seam allowances should be added to the fusible interfacing
piece(s) as it will only create additional bulk at the seam when the collar is
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assembled.

Attaching The Collar
We will show how to attach a Peter Pan collar to the top that has a keyhole
opening at the back since the process is a little more complicated and
requires additional explanations.

Please note that before attaching the collar, your back opening (slit, keyhole
opening, button bands etc) should be already finished and the front and back
bodices assembled together.

1. Apply fusible interfacing to the wrong side of your under collar pieces.

2. Now pin the top collar to the under collar right sides together evenly
distributing fabric around all edges. Note how bumpy your assembled collar
looks now due to the fact that the top collar is wider than the under collar.
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3. Sew the two pieces together using a 3/8 (1 cm) seam allowance but leave
the inner edge unstitched.

4. Trim the seam allowances down to ¼” and notch them at the curves so
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they will turn smoothly.

5. Finger press the seam allowances open.
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6. Turn your collar pieces right side out and press. Check out your nice and
neat collar with no visible side seam on the edge.
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This side seam is hidden under your collar:

It’s time to attach the collar to the neckline.

7. But first, you need to cut a 1.5 wide strip of fabric on the bias (at a 45
degree angle) to the entire measurement of your neckline plus a couple of
inches for the tails. For more instructions on how to cut your fabric on the
bias please follow this tutorial. Fold your strip in half lengthwise and wrong
sides together and press.

8. Pin your collar to the neckline with right sides together and your bias strip
folded in half placed on top. Don’t forget that the side with interfacing will be
the underside of the collar. Center your collar by marking the center front and
the center back of your neckline.
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When you reach the back opening, fold the ends of your bias strip as shown
in the picture:

9. Set your machine on a longer stitch (since you have a lot of layers to stitch
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through) and stitch the collar and the bias strip to the neckline at your usual
seam allowance (we are using 3/8 (1 cm)).

10. Trim the raw edge down to 1/4.
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11. Now press the the bias band away from the collar, fold it towards the
wrong side and pin around the neckline. Now you have a sandwich with the
dress and the bias on the outside, and the raw edge of the seam allowance
inside.
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12. Moving the collar out of the way, and making sure that the bias strip ends
are parallel to the finished edges of your back opening, edgestitch it in place.
Remember to backstitch at the ends.
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This stitch line will be hidden on the right side of the dress under the collar.

13. Give your collar a good press and you are all done! Admire your lovely
flat collar and a neatly finished neckline.
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This cute little collar is so simple yet elegant and can be worn so many
different ways: casually during the day or spruced up for a night out.
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