
Split Back Linen Tank Tutorial
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When the weather heats up, few things will serve you as well as a pure linen
top. This one is soft to the skin and naturally breathable, and is made with
our beautiful nude linen that has a fine and smooth texture to it. Not only it is
fully lined, meaning that you’ll see no seam allowances on the inside, it also
features a pretty back split that will show a hint of your skin and keep you
cool.

MaterialsÂ 

1.5 yards of IL020 NUDE Softened lightweight linen

Matching sewing thread

Tools
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Pattern paper, scissors, pins, ruler, French curve, chalk, fabric marker,
sewing machine

Time

2-3 hours

Difficulty

Beginner

Pattern

You can access the pattern by following this link HERE. Remember to add
seam allowances as indicated in the pattern. The diagram shows the pattern
for US size 6-8 (UK size 10-12). If you need help grading your pattern,
please followÂ this tutorial.
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Since the top is fully lined, you’ll need to cut 2 tank fronts on the fold and 4
tank backs. The pieces should be mirror images to each other. The best way
to cut them correctly is to fold the fabric in half, pin the back pattern pieces a
few inches away from the fold and then cut through both layers at once.

Steps

Note: Prewash your fabric and tumble dry it until it is still slightly moist, dry in
room temperature. Iron the fabric so it is easier to work with.

1. Let’s start by assembling the front pieces together. Pin the outer fabric and
the lining right sides together (only the neckline edges and the armholes).

2. Sew the neckline and the armholes at 3/8Â seam allowance. The
shoulder, side and bottom seams are left unstitched.
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3. Repeat these steps with the two back pieces: pin the neckline and
armholes right sides together and stitch 3/8Â from the edge. The only
important thing that is different here – leave a 3Â gap on one of the back
pieces unstitched (on the neckline seam). We’ll use this gap later to turn the
top inside out and it will be then hidden under the overlap.
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4. Trim the seam allowances to 1/4 (6 mm) and press the seams open. Make
a few notches (clip to but not through the stitch line) along the curves to
release the tension.
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Press the seams open
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5. Turn your back pieces right sides out and insert them into the front piece
(wrong side out).

6. Pin the shoulders together (all four layers of fabric).
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7. Stitch the shoulders together at 3/8Â and trim the seam allowance.
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8. Turn the front piece right side out and discover your neat shoulder seams
with no raw edges exposed as they are enclosed between the outer fabric
and the lining. Press the seams flat.
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Now comes the tricky part – assemble the side seams and sew them
together to enclose all the raw edges inside the outer fabric and the lining.

9. Turn your top wrong sides facing out and pin the side seams right sides
together: front lining to back lining and front outer fabric to back outer fabric.

10. Stitch the sides seams together at the usual 3/8Â seam allowance and
then trim and press the seams open.
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11. Now pin the rest (the back slit edges and the bottom edges) of the edges
right sides together (lining to outer fabric) and stitch.
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12. Trim and press the seam allowances open.
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13. Pull the right side of the top out through the opening and press all the
edges flat.
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14. Tuck in and press the seam allowance of the opening.

15. Overlap the two split back pieces and hide the opening by placing the
finished piece on top. Pin.
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16. Topstitch the two overlapping pieces together as close to the edge as
possible.

Give it one final press and admire your fully lined tank with no raw edges at
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all!

Check out our full plethora of linen fabrics
and see which color takes your fancy for this 
easy sewing project!Â 
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