
Linen Tote/Reuseable Shopping Bag

Description

Here in Los Angeles, plastic bags are being phased out in favor of reusable
cloth shopping bags. In most counties, you can’t even get plastic bags in
stores and they charge 10 cents per paper bag. Why do that when you can
make your own awesome tote bags (that double as reuseable shopping
bags!).

Materials:
1 yard of IL019 Olive Green (or 4C22 or IL090)
Contrasting earth-toned thread
Measuring tape
Cutting board
Rotary or scissors
Tailor’s chalk
Pins
Sewing machine
Iron

Difficulty: Beginner to Advanced
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Here’s a guide showing the pieces and measurements needed to make this
exact bag:

Once you have your fabric cut out, match up and pin the long edges of the
sides of the bag, with WRONG sides together (this is important, as we’re
going to be making french seams).
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Sew these edges using a 1/4 seam allowance, creating a box with no top or
bottom!

Trim these edges a little bit (or you can skip this step, and use a slightly
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wider seam allowance in the next step).

Turn the box wrong-side out and iron the seams so that they can easily be
sewn on, with the seam in the fold. Then sew this using a 1/4 seam
allowance (or 1/2 seam allowance if you didn’t trim in the last step). What
you are doing is trapping the raw edges in this seam, with the new hidden
seams on the inside of the bag.

Iron all the french seams toward the larger pieces of the bag. Now pin the
bottom piece in place, with wrong sides together (we’re going to be doing
another french seam). Sew with a 1/4 seam allowance, trim the seam, turn
wrong-side out, iron the seam and sew with another 1/4 seam allowance.

See? French seams are easy.

When going around the bottom corners of your bag, just keep and eye on
where the corner edge of the bag is. You can shift it around as you’re sewing
to make a better corner.
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Turn your bag right-side out. We’re going to hem the top of the bag and
make the straps!

To make the straps, take the strap pieces that you cut out and fold them in
half. Iron the fold, and pin the long raw edges together. Sew this raw edge
with a 1/4 or 1/2 seam allowance. Turn the strap inside out and iron. Now, on
each side, sew a 1/4 seam. This is mostly for decoration, but also keeps the
strap nice and straight.

Repeat this process with the other strap.

Now onto the bag and sewing the straps in.

Fold the top raw edge of the bag over by 1/4 and iron. Fold this edge in by 1
and iron again. This is the hem for the bag.
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Position the raw edges of the straps under this hem at 2 1/2 in from the sides
of the bag, and pin into place.

Repeat this for the other side, and pin the rest of the bag hem into place.
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Sew near the folded edge, securing the 1 hem in place. Fold the straps up
and pin in place.

Sew a seam across the top of the hem, approx. 1/4 from the edge. This will
secure the straps into place, but you’ll want to make them even stronger by
sewing an X design over them.
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This should ensure that the straps are super secure! From here, you can
leave the fabric loose, or add some cardboard to the bottom or sides of the
bag to help it stand up. It’s great for groceries, lunches, a shoulder bag,
sleepovers, just about everything. Enjoy making your tote bags, and don’t
forget to share your creations in the comments below.
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